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DECLARATION

FOR THE CREATION OF THE 

NETWORK 
OF BALKAN TOWNS

WITH HISTORIC CENTRES
We, the Mayors of medium size Balkan Towns with Historic Centres, who participated in the Conference “Network of Balkan Towns with Historic Centres” in 4-5 and 6 July 2007 in the town of Xanthi,
We recognize that our Historic Centres:
1. Are multy-active systems of material and non-material resources of a high aesthetic, historic, architectural, cultural and social value.

2. They are important capital for the sustainable development of the wider area.
3. The financial growth of the rest town and the modernization trend of the new era, impose great pressures on the Historic Centres.
4. They have to remain active, open, cohesive, safe, with suitable differentiation of activities and free to access. 
We agree that for our Historic Centres:
5.
Through our actions as Local Authorities, we aim for the preservation of the Historic Centres for the future generations. 
6.
We are oriented to a developmental progress under the principles of the preservation of the local cultural identity and the empowerment of the social cohesion.
7.
Their preservation is related to the conservation and protection of the wider natural environment.
We believe that for our Historic Centres:
8. 
It is necessary for the Local Authorities to act in partnerships, in order to utilize the existing accumulated global experience regarding the development interventions in Historic Centres.
9. 
It is also necessary for the Local Authorities to be fully aware of the wider general scientific/practical knowledge such as of the new tendencies concerning the development of the Historic Centres

From our position as representatives of the Local Governments of our towns, with the creation of the Network of Balkan Towns with Historic Centres, we aim:
10. 
To share our experiences and the best practices.

11. 
To learn from our mistakes and reveal the existing problems

12. 
To foster our similarities and respond to common challenges that we encounter, based on principles of transparency, consistency and equality.
13. 
To designate the potential of the towns with Historic Centres by uniting our powers  for our collective assertion for Measures, Policies and Programs of the Council of Europe and Funds by the European Union and other international organizations.
14. Τo make the Network well-known in the Balkans and the rest of Europe in order to include as many as possible towns of this category.
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